zeal one once became the pillar of
the Legion section in Lama, the
Marian sanctuary in the diocese of
Vinh-long.

The Communists, past masters at
fishing in troubled waters, publicly
took up the defense of Buddhism,
speaking in the name of the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Vietnam (North
Vietnam), where almost all the
pagodas have been destroyed and the
bonzes assassinated or reduced to
the state of slaves by the/Communists.

The Committee for th; Defense of
Buddhism, making use of methods
that escaped censorship, sent out calls
for help, based on calumnies, to the
World Buddhist Organization. This
organization used its influence with

the governments of Buddhist coun-
tries, such as Ceylon and Cambodia,
which in turn appealed to the United
Nations. Most of the international
press services outdid each other in
repeating these same calumnies.
International adventurers, furious
that President Diem refused to obey
them blindly, found the occasion fa-
vorable for provoking a coup d’état
under the pretext of protecting Bud-
dhism, but in reality attempting
to set up a Vietnamese government
subservient to their ambitions, thus
playing the same game as their
enemies, the Communists. According
to the press, the coup d’état was to
have taken place on the 21st of Au-
gust. The state of siege, proclaimed
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We can expect Sukarno and his Communist allies to

throw everything into the battle against Malaysia for

one reason: Malaysia is anti-Communist. .

Singapore
As Indonesia mounts its offensive
against the infant Malaysian Federa-
tion, doubts are being openly voiced
here on the ability of Premier Tunku
Abdul Rahman to lead Malaysia to
victory against the overt and covert
forces of Bung Sukarno. The Tunku
gambled on being able to persuade
Sukarno to drop his opposition to
Malaysia at the little three summit
at Manila in August by allowing the
UN to “ascertain” the wishes of the
population of Sarawak and Sabah
(North Borneo). But the primary re-
sult has been a diminishing of the
Tunku’s own political stature. Singa-
pore’s tough, avowedly anti-Commu-
nist Premier Lee Kuan-yew, or Sa-
bah’s ponderously obstinate chief
minister-designate, Donald Stephens,
are increasingly being considered
here as more likely to supply the
self - reliant and uncompromising
determination which Malaysian lead-
ership needs. FEven among his close
followers the Tunku is being faulted,
these days, not only for having jeo-
pardized the creation of Malaysia at
the Manila summit, but also, and
more significantly, for not seeing

390 NarioNAL REVIEW

through Indonesia’s current tactic of
playing “Maphilindo”—the confedera-
tion of Malaya, the Philippines and
Indonesia-——against Malaysia.

For Sabah and Sarawak the Tun-
ku’s concession at Manila amounted
to an indignity difficult to forget. Last
December and January extensive lo-
cal elections were held in Sabah with
Malaysia the major issue. The Sabah
Alliance Party, an interracial coali-

Sukarno

just in time, cut the ground oyt Brig
under these troublemongers, 1

In what way is the Catholic Chupe
in Vietnam responsible for - :
troubles? In no way at all. By ",,
bonzes, by means of secret Dropa. &
ganda among the people, accuseq ﬂ? '
Catholics of being guilty of the ma:
sacres of Hué. The non-Catholicg 13,;
lieved the affirmations of thege ho i
personages and were Preparing ¢
massacre the Catholics in at leagt the
two provinces of Hué and Qugm.
of which I am Archbishop—ag soon
as the coup d’état took place, E?Qi.'t'u;-;
nately it was frustrated.

Who, then, are the persecutorg? It
is for you to judge. My job of provide §
ing information has been completed |

tion of the five principal political
groupings favoring Malaysia, won
more than 90 per cent of the vates
and by early May had formed a goy-
ernment ready to take over from the
British on “Malaysia day.” Elections
in Sarawak were held the following Az
June and here the pro-Malaysia ele="
ments (like the Sarawak Alliane
Party, Party Negara and various ins
dependents) got nearly 70 per cen
the votes cast and about the S
percentage of seats in the new Tegis
lative council. In light of all this
is remarkable that the expressiots
of exasperation and indignation
the two Borneo territories after
announcement of the United Natl
“ascertainment” remained as 1€
strained as they were. 1
The farce of the UN “ascerfalis
ment” undertaking was felt all
more keenly throughout Malaysia
cause the United Nations had, i #
already verified the strong prepo
erance of pro-Malaysia gsentimen e
the Borneo territories. Earlier =
year, U Thant sent UN Under-5¢
tary for Special Political Affailsi
Narasimhan, on a Iook"s‘?e A
through the Borneo ferritories:

o



